
MINUTES-Regular Meeting
City of Olpe, Kansas
Meeting Date: February 5, 2025

The City Council of the City of Olpe, Kansas, met in regular session on Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at the Olpe City Hall, 102 Westphalia, Olpe, Kansas. Mayor Keith Pimple called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Mayor Keith Pimple; Council Members Les Farr, Rex Fisher, Rick Jones and Carissa Wigton; Maintenance Supervisor Lane Jeanneret, Fire Chief Wade Schmidt, Lake Gatekeepers Dale and Debbie Burenheide and City Clerk Joyce Wilson.  Also present were Jenny Wagers, Phillip Klumpe, Russ Bonitatibus, Dean Hermesch and Justin Steinlage.  Shawn Coble arrived at 7:04.
   
ABSENT: Council Member Cory Haag and Code Enforcement Officer Ray Wards

APPROVE AGENDA: Keith asked to add an Executive Session to New Business to discuss potential land accusation. Rex moved to approve the revised agenda.  Les seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

APPROVE MINUTES: January 1, 2025 – Regular Meeting: Les moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting.  Rick seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

MEETING WITH LYON COUNTY RURAL WATER DISTRICT #3 BOARD: The only RWD #3 board member present was Rex Fisher.  He said that the board had discussed Cost of Water Repost but he could not confirm their decision.  Les moved to approve the reserve contribution of $0.15 per thousand gallons sold.  Rex seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  Rex texted Board President Bob Miller who confirmed that the RWD board had approved the same reserve contribution rate.

APPROVE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES: Les moved to approve the January receipts and expenditures.  Carissa seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  

OUT OT TOWN GUESTS: Phillip Klumpe – Business Centennial: Mr. Klumpe said that his business has been an active concern in Olpe and in his family for over one hundred years.  He and his family want to have a celebration on September 13th, which will include old-time games, blacksmithing demonstrations and end with a dinner.  This will require closing the 100 block of Westphalia Street for the day.  He will keep the council informed as plans come together.  Any proceeds from the celebration will go toward a scholarship for anyone entering any of the trades.  He already has a $5,000 donation.  Council approved these plans by consensus.  Mr. Klumpe and Ms. Wagers left the meeting at 7:12 after this decision.  

FIRE DISTRICT #1 FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Wade said that the tires for the city engine have been ordered.  SCAFFA School is scheduled for February 27 through March 2 and he has firefighters planning to attend classes.  He has someone who will refinish the floors in the office and training area of the station at a very low cost.  The AFG grant payments will be here soon and other equipment has been ordered.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
OLPE JONES PARK/LAKE GATEKEEPER REPORT: Dale said that he needs seven fire rings.  He asked what the charge will be for the RV pads once the water is installed.  Rick moved to set the rate at $20 per night.  Les seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  Dale also said that the roads need gravel and was informed that the council approved six semi loads to be delivered when the weather permits.  Dale and Debbie left at 7:23

LEGAL: Approve Ordinance #467 – Water Rate Increase: After discussion, Les moved to approve this ordinance.  Rex seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  

Discuss the Water Tower – Nathan Gray: Our attorney said that the contract with Viking Industrial Painting is binding.  Mr. Gray has been informed.  Council agreed that the issue is closed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Discuss Policy Disallowing Agricultural Property Within the City Limits: County Appraiser Ryan Janzen said that a property can be deemed agricultural as long as the owner gets at least one bale of hay or one crop per year.  He agreed to check on properties in question.  

Street Vacations – Ordinance #466: City Attorney Steve Atherton said that the section regarding easements has to be included in a street or alley vacation per state statute.  Rick moved to approve the ordinance.  Rex seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  

Update on Post Office Issues: The letter to Senator Jerry Moran has not been sent yet.

School Zone Lights: The expected delivery date is still the week of February 17th.  

Discuss Notification Alert for Emergency Issues: Jarrod Fell worked with Joyce to start getting this set up.  A test text sent to council members did not go through, so Joyce will find out what went wrong. 

2025 Sidewalk Improvements: Wade suggested the sidewalk on Iowa Street north of the church to Santa Fe Street needs to be widened.  Council tabled this issue until the park sidewalk is completed.
 
2025 Street Improvements: Lane suggested repairing West Attendorn by Kinsey’s, Seraphin, Charles, Norma and the south end of Center Streets.  Council asked him to get estimates for these areas.  Lane and council discussed drainage on Joe Nuessen’s property and that he needs a culvert installed. 

NEW BUSINESS: Review Annual Claims for Exemption for Schmidt Custom Cabinetry: Council reviewed the information received from the company.  Rex moved to approve the exemption.  Les seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  

Annual Review of Emergency Water Supply Plan: Wade said that, on Page 3, the fire trucks do not have chlorinators and the numbering on that section needs to be corrected.  Rick moved to approve the plan with these corrections.  Carissa seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

Street Closure for Benefit Concert – Shawn Coble: Mr. Coble said that he is planning a benefit concert/street dance on May 13th for Parker Redeker and asked permission to close the intersection of Bitler and Westphalia Streets.  Council approved by consensus.  Mr. Coble left the meeting at 8:08.

Dean Hermesch asked if the city would pay half of the registration and expenses for him to attend the KRWA Conference since he is our backup water operator.  This was approved by consensus.  
 
Executive Session: Les moved to recess into executive session for ten minutes with only council present to discuss possible acquisition of real estate.  Rick seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  The meeting was recessed at 8:11p.m.  The open meeting resumed at 8:21 p.m. with Lane, Wade, Joyce, Justin Steinlage and Russ Bonitatibus returning. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Maintenance Supervisor: Lane said that he attended a pipeline safety class.  Viking called to schedule painting the water tower for early June.  A KRWA representative worked with Lane to locate information to update the map of the sewer system.  The gas company is still working on replacing main lines.  Another KRWA representative came down to check the lagoons and offer suggestions to help bring them in to compliance.  

City Clerk: Joyce said that the first light fixture in the city office does not always come on in the mornings.  After discussion, council asked Lane to solicit bids to switch all fixtures to LED lights.  Joyce asked for permission to attend the CCMFOA Spring Conference on March 19th through 21st.  This request was approved by consensus.  There is a meeting in Salina on February 13th for the CDBG recipients.  Each recipient must send one representative to this meeting.  Carissa volunteered to attend.

ADJOURNMENT: Rick moved to adjourn the meeting.  Carissa seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

																					_____________________________                      								Joyce M. Wilson, City Clerk
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