MINUTES-Regular Meeting
City of Olpe, Kansas
Meeting Date: January 1, 2025

The City Council of the City of Olpe, Kansas, met in regular session on Wednesday, January 1, 2025 at the Olpe City Hall, 102 Westphalia, Olpe, Kansas. Mayor Keith Pimple called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Mayor Keith Pimple; Council Members Les Farr, Cory Haag, Rick Jones and Carissa Wigton; Maintenance Supervisor Lane Jeanneret, Fire Chief Wade Schmidt, and City Clerk Joyce Wilson.  Also present were Carrie Haag, Justin Steinlage and Eagle Ridge Addition homeowners Greg Markowitz, Russ and Mary Beth Bonitatibus, Karl and Becky Baker, Kyle and Dana Cole, Grant Boyce and Kyle Wellnitz.  Council Member Rex Fisher arrived at 6:05 and Nathan and Stephanie Gray arrived at 6:07.
   
ABSENT: Lake Gatekeeper Debbie Burenheide and Code Enforcement Officer Ray Wards
[bookmark: _GoBack]
APPROVE AGENDA: Carissa moved to approve the agenda.  Rick seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.

APPROVE MINUTES: December 4, 2024 – Regular Meeting: Les moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting.  Rick seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.  December 30, 2024 – Special Meeting: Rick moved to approve the minutes of the special meeting.  Cory seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

APPROVE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES:  After discussion, Les moved to approve the December receipts and expenditures.  Cory seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  Rex arrived after this action.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Cory explained his proposed housing project and answered questions.  Mr. Markowitz reviewed the Kansas Open Meetings Act (KOMA) and possible violations to it.  Mr. Bonitatibus discussed the covenants for the development, specifically the minimum square footage required for housing units and disallowed business enterprises.  They also discussed the need for more single-family housing and for something to be done with unoccupied houses in the city.  Cory said that he would withdraw his grant application.  The homeowners also mentioned low water pressure in the area.  The nine Eagle Ridge homeowners and Ms. Haag left the meeting at 7:12.   

FIRE DISTRICT #1 FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Wade discussed the budgets for 2024 and 2025.  Tires for one fire truck will be ordered from Howie’s Tire shop. The tires for the engines are out of date and he will request bids for replacements.  The department responded to 104 total calls in 2024.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
OLPE JONES PARK/LAKE GATEKEEPER REPORT: Lane said that Dallas is still cutting down dead trees and Rodney bladed the roads around the lake.  The roads on the south end of the lake need more rock.  Les moved to purchase six semi loads of road rock.  Rick seconded the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.  The work on water lines to the RV camping spots has not started yet.  Some of the posts around the lake and at the entrance need to be replaced.  
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT: Ray plans to issue tickets for six junk vehicles.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Discuss Policy Disallowing Agricultural Property Within the City Limits: Joyce did not succeed in contacting the county appraiser. 

Street Vacations: Joyce did not contact Steve with the question regarding the easements.  Justin Steinlage said that the city needs a web page.  Carissa said that her daughter and son could help get this going.  

Update on Post Office Issues: Cory suggested that the city contact Senator Jerry Moran to see if he could help expedite the completion of the post office project.  Keith volunteered to take care of this.

School Zone Lights: The lights and accessories have been ordered.  The expected delivery date is the week of February 17th.  

Discuss Notification Alert for Emergency Issues: Jarrod Fell will meet with Joyce when schedules work to conduct required training.  

NEW BUSINESS: Discuss Water Tower – Nathan Gray, TankSpek: Mr. Gray explained his reasons for encouraging the city to pursue an insurance claim for the paint problem.  He was told that the city did contact the insurance company and their adjuster concluded that the paint failure was due to a poor paint job, not hail damage.  He was also informed that the council has already accepted a bid from another company.  Mr. Gray said that he was not given a chance to submit a bid for the project and was told that he chose to submit an estimate and the insurance claim information instead of a bid.  Council asked Joyce to contact the attorney to verify the validity of the contract.  Mr. and Mrs. Gray left the meeting at 8:34 after this discussion.  

Appoint City Attorney, Clerk, Financial institution, Newspaper and Fire Chief: Keith appointed Steve Atherton as City Attorney, Joyce Wilson as City Clerk, the Citizens State Bank as the Financial Institution, the Emporia Gazette as the Newspaper and Wade Schmidt as Fire Chief.  Les moved to approve these appointments.  Rick seconded the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

Elect Council President and Treasurer: Cory moved to elect Les as Council President and Rick as Treasurer.  Rex seconded the motion.  The motion carried 3-0-2 with Les and Rick abstaining due to conflict of interest.

Discuss Flooding in Mobile Home Park: Carissa said that she was told that the south entrance and southeast corner flood when it rains.  Lane said he would check it out the next time it rains.  

2025 Sidewalk Improvements: Council mentioned the 300 block of Iowa in front of the Parish Hall and the 400-500 blocks of Iowa on the east side all need to be widened.  Council decided to table action.

2025 Street Improvements: Lane asked about repairs on West Attendorn by Kinsey’s. Council members were asked to look at the streets and come to the February meeting with recommendations.  

Review 2024 Financial Statements:  Council reviewed and approved the year-end statements.   
 
EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Maintenance Supervisor: Lane said that he has received several locates for replacing gas mains.  Keith asked him to cut back on part-time help during the winter.  

City Clerk: Joyce asked for permission to work with Addison and Jonathan Wigton to set up the city web page.  Council members approved this plan by consensus.  Council said that they would negotiate a fee upon completion.

MAYOR”S COMMENTS: Keith said that council members need to be aware of KOMA challenges.  Members were asked to turn in any agenda items by the Wednesday before the city meeting so the agendas can be sent to residents that have requested them.  

ADJOURNMENT: Rex moved to adjourn the meeting.  Les seconded the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

																					_____________________________                      								Joyce M. Wilson, City Clerk
Page 3 of 3

